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60. Punishing the protector
After an auction such as 1♥-P-2♥-
P-P, you, in the protective (“cheat”)
seat, should be loath to pass. If you
have a higher-ranking suit (here,
spades), however weak, you should
bid it. Otherwise, make a take-out
double.

The aim of the exercise is to
push the opponents up a level
(here to 3♥) — an auction like this.

Exercise: Should East bid 3♠?
It’s an unusual exercise in that I’m
not going to give you any example
East hands. 

I don’t need to. East should
never bid 3♠. That would be pun-
ishing the protector. East must
consider that West could not bid
1♠ over 1♥. Her 2♠ bid is made
purely to push N-S to 3♥. Mission
accomplished. East would undo all
the good work by bidding on to
3♠ — worse indeed, for 3♠ may
easily be doubled. 

What Happened
West brightly led ♠4 v 3♠ doubled.
It’s normally correct to lead a trump
when partner doubles a part-score
— to cut down ruffs. Indeed West
suspected dummy would have a
ruffing value for the (unusual) 3♠

bid. East won ♠K, cashed ♠A and
led ♠2. Away went all dummy’s
spades. At trick four, a forlorn
declarer tried ♣5 to ♣9 and ♣J.

West won ♣Q then moved to
hearts. He cashed ♥K, then ♥J, then
♥6. East won ♥A10 and cashed ♣A.
Four down and E-W +800.

What Should Have Happened
South’s 2♠ pushes East to 3♥,
where he is left. After South
cashes ♦A and switches to ♠8 to
♠Q and ♠K, declarer will
probably make 3♥ (unless he plays
♥3 to ♥J). Better you concede a
part-score than go four down dou-
bled. andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 3♠ Dbled (by S) , Opening Lead: ♠4

Dealer: East, Vulnerability: Neither

N

W E
S

♠Q107
♥Q
♦KJ1064
♣8765

1♥

Pass 2♥ Pass Pass
2♠(1) Pass Pass 3♥

Pass Pass 3♠(2) Dbl
end

(1) Winning bridge in the protective
(“cheat”) seat to push E-W to 3♥.
(2) Partner has pushed the opponents to
3♥, mission accomplished. How unwise it
was to bid 3♠ was soon demonstrated ...

What Happened

S W N E

♠J8653
♥9872
♦A
♣KJ3

♠AK2
♥A10543
♦985
♣A9

♠94
♥KJ6
♦Q732
♣Q1042

What Should Have Happened

S W N E

Contract: 3♥ (by E), Opening Lead: ♦A

S W N E

1♥ P 2♥ P
P 2♠ P P
3♥ P P ?

1♥

Pass 2♥ Pass Pass
2♠ Pass Pass 3♥

end


