
56. Failing to jump in response to
partner’s take-out double 
with nine or more points

In my experience, the partner of
the take-out doubler knows they
have to speak but frequently for-
gets to jump the bidding when
they have values. The point is that,
because they have to speak even
with nothing, they must jump with
something — to discriminate
something from nothing. That
“something” is about nine or more
points (upgrading hands with good
shape and working points).

Exercise: Left-hand opponent
opened 1♥, partner doubled and right-
hand opponent passed. Respond to
partner’s double with these.

With the first, bid 1♠. You can
pass partner’s take-out double only
if the double is cancelled by a bid
from right-hand opponent. With
the second, jump to 2♠ — if you
bid only 1♠, partner may think you
hold a hand like the first. With the
third, jump to 3♦. These jump bids
show 9-12 points. Note, there is an
upper limit of 12 because they are
invitational but non-forcing. If you
have more than 12 points (ie game
values), you must either jump to
game yourself or (sophistication
warning) bid the opponent’s suit.

What Happened
West led ♥A v the lowly 1♠,
switching to ♦9. Declarer won, drew
trumps, cashed the other top dia-
monds and, when they failed to split
3-2, gave up a heart (ruffing the third),
a diamond and a club. Nine tricks.

What Should Have Happened
In 4♠, West cashing ♥A and
switching to ♦9, you win ♦A, draw
trumps and cross to ♦K. The 4-1
split revealed, you need a second
club trick. You lead ♣4 to ♣9 (the
deep finesse — key play). East wins
♣Q and leads ♦J. You win ♦Q and
lead ♣6 to ♣J, winning. You cash
♣A, shedding ♦6, then give up a
heart and cross-ruff the last two
tricks. Ten tricks and game made.
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Contract: 1♠, Opening Lead: ♥A 

Dealer: West, Vulnerability: Neither

N

W E
S

♠AQ32
♥42
♦A742
♣AJ9

1♥ Dbl Pass
1♠(1) Pass(2) Pass(3) Pass

(1) Mistake — a 1♠ bid is consistent with
nothing as South has been forced.
(2) Giving up after partner cannot respond.
(3) Giving up after partner cannot jump
(theoretically fewer than nine points).

What Happened

S W N E

♠KJ107
♥1076
♦KQ65
♣64

♠96
♥853
♦J1083
♣Q832

♠854
♥AKQJ9
♦9
♣K1075

What Should Have Happened

S W N E

1♥ Dbl Pass
2♠(1) Pass 4♠ end

(1) Correctly jumping — to show 9-12 points.

Contract: 4♠, Opening Lead: ♥A

♠8632
♥J42
♦9532
♣J4

♠K52
♥42
♦KJ982
♣K84

♠AQ82
♥8532
♦QJ6
♣96


