
25. Responding the ugly 2NT
instead of a Suit-to-a-Suit

Traditionally, a response to One-
of-a-Suit of 2NT shows a balanced
10-12 points. However, this is
unwieldy and always to be avoided
— for it prevents opener from
making their natural rebid.

Say you open the bidding 1♠
holding ♠AQ852, ♥A852, ♦J95,
♣3 (as you should). You are
expecting to rebid 2♥ to show
your 5♠-4♥ shape. Suddenly, you
are faced with a problem — your
partner responds 2NT. If you now
rebid 3♥, a forcing bid, you will
probably get too high; whereas if
you pass, you may be playing in an
inferior part-score and may be
missing a 4-4 heart fit.

Here are two example responding
hands to your 1♠ opener.

Rather than responding 2NT
(and giving the partnership a
needless problem in both cases),
simply respond your cheaper four-
card suit, following the mantra,
“Bid a suit to a suit”. On the first,
the bidding will go 1♠-2♦-2♥-
2NT-end. On the second, the
bidding will go 1♠-2♦-2♥-3♥-end.

What Happened
North made 2NT exactly, scoring
five spades, ♦AK (no risky finesse)
and ♣A. Fine but no game bonus.

What Should Have Happened
In the excellent 4♠, West cashes
♥A and switches to ♣J (you could
have ♥Qx and ♣xx). You win ♣A
then cross to ♠A and return to
(♠J and) ♠Q. Leaving the last

trump out in the hope of ruffing
three clubs in hand, you ruff ♣3,
then lead ♦3 to ♦J. The finesse
successful, you ruff ♣6 and lead
♥6. West wins ♥K and leads ♦Q
but you win ♦K, ruff ♣9 (with
♠K), cross to ♥Q, finally cash ♠10
and lead to ♦A. Eleven tricks
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Contract: 2NT (by N) , Opening Lead: ♣4 

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Neither

N

W E
S

♠Q103
♥Q53
♦KJ2
♣A963

1♠ Pass 2NT(1) Pass
Pass(2) Pass

(1) A response to be avoided — creating
unnecessary rebid problems for partner.
(2) Without the values for game and with no
assurance of a fit, what else can South do?

What Happened

S W N E

♠AK542
♥J64
♦A643
♣8

♠876
♥1072
♦75
♣KQ742

♠J9
♥AK98
♦Q1098
♣J105

What Should Have Happened

S W N E

1♠ Pass 2♣(1) Pass
2♦(2) Pass 4♠(3) end

(1) Yes — bidding a suit to a suit, allowing
partner to make their natural rebid.
(2) Showing their 5♠-4♦ shape.
(3) Worth 4♠, though there may not —
quite — be 25 points, because of their
upgraded ♠Q10 and ♦KJ.

Contract: 4♠ (by S), Opening Lead: ♥A

♠104
♥QJ4
♦AJ83
♣K1084

♠J3
♥K943
♦A863
♣QJ9


