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50. Mistakenly taking two bites of
the cherry

In a competitive auction, you
should make only one supporting
bid — to your limit. Take an
auction that starts (1♠)-2♦-(2♥)-
to you, your partner having
overcalled 2♦.

Sometimes, I see players bid 3♦

then (next time it’s their turn) 4♦

then, next time, 5♦. Two bites of
the cherry is bad, three is very bad.
It’s poor tactics because it gives the
opponents the chance to describe
their hands. Jump to 5♦ straight
away and the opponents are far
more likely to misjudge.

Exercise: You are non-vulnerable
v vulnerable on the above auction.
What would you bid with these?

Bid 3♦ with the first — then
shut up. Despite your meagre
point-count, you’re worth the bid.
You are not averse to partner
sacrificing in 5♦ over 4♥; failing
that, you want partner to lead a
diamond, which he may otherwise
be reluctant to do from ♦A.

With the second, jump straight
to 5♦. Your singleton heart tells you
left-hand opponent (LHO) is prob-
ably about to support hearts. Make
him bid 5♥. It’s no use bidding 3♦

or 4♦, for that gives LHO an easy
4♥ bid. When you then bid 5♦ (the
dreaded two bites), he can pass or
double, having already shown his
heart support.

What Happened
After West’s two bites, N-S knew
to double 5♦. This went only one

down, losing two spades and a
heart. Losing 100 was a very good
sacrifice v N-S’s vulnerable 4♥

(worth 620). However ...
What Should Have Happened

Having pushed N-S to 5♥, West
brightly leads ♦K (not the more
normal ♦J) — to retain the lead).
He promptly switches to ♣7 and
East scores ♣AQ. One down.
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Contract: 5♦ Dbled (by E) , Opening Lead: ♠Q 

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: North-South

N

W E
S

♠AKJ95
♥QJ92
♦4
♣K62

1♠ 2♦

2♥ 3♦(1) 4♥ Pass
Pass 5♦(2) Dbl end

(1) Not enough at the favourable vulnera-
bility, given his pure offensive hand.
(2) Theoretically best at this juncture, as 4♥

looks sure to make. The damage came earlier.

What Happened

S W N E

♠Q
♥AK1085
♦98
♣109543

♠76432
♥4
♦KJ103
♣J87

♠108
♥763
♦AQ7652
♣AQ

What Should Have Happened

S W N E

Contract: 5♥ (by S), Opening Lead: ♦K

♠97432
♥4
♦K63
♣J732

♠9743
♥4
♦KJ103
♣J873

1♠ 2♦

2♥ 5♦(1) 5♥(2) end

(1) Yes — one supporting bid to the limit.
Make ’em guess.
(2) You can hardly blame North. He has not
had the chance to show his fine heart support.


