
28. Mistakenly bidding on 
after 1♥/♠-2♥/♠

As the saying goes, “One-Two,
that’ll do”. Naturally, it won’t
always do; but because 1♥/♠-2♥/♠
shows no more than nine points,
you need a good hand to bid on. 

If balanced, you really need 17
points to move — and because
partner may have raised with
three cards, remember to bid 2NT
with only four cards in the major
(3NT with 19 points). If more
shapely, you can move with fewer
points; but tread carefully —
partner is weak.

You opened 1♠ and partner bid
2♠. What now with these?

With the first, pass. Don’t bid
2NT (as you would if partner had
responded say, 2♦) because part-
ner has no more than nine points.
There is almost certainly no game.

With the second, bid 2NT (not
3NT), showing about 17-18 points
and implying only four spades
(with five, you have a guaranteed
fit and would bid 3♠/4♠).

The third has fewer points but
the shape is far better and you are
worth a game try. Best is to intro-
duce your second suit, enabling
partner to upgrade ♦A/♦Q. Bid 3♦.

What Happened
After South overbid with 2NT, the
poor 3NT was reached. After
declarer won ♥J with ♥A and
reasonably tried ♣2 to ♣Q (need-
ing the minor miracle of East
holding ♣AKx), he garnered only
his six top tricks — three down.

What Should Have Happened
In the sounder 2♠, you win the ♥J
lead with (say) ♥A and duck a
diamond. West wins ♦9 and leads
(say) ♥10 (as good as anything).
Winning ♥Q, you cash ♦A, ruff
♦5, cross to ♥K and lead ♦8. You
overruff West’s ♠6 with ♠K and
lead ♣2 to ♣Q. West wins ♣A and
follows with ♣6 to East’s ♣9. You
ruff East’s ♣K and, although West
overruffs, you must score ♠AJ.
Eight tricks — a scramble mind.
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Contract: 3NT, Opening Lead: ♥J

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Neither
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♠K32
♥A85
♦63
♣J8432

1♠ Pass 2♠(1) Pass
2NT(2) Pass 3NT(3) end

(1) Better than 1NT (and lacking the
strength for 2♣).
(2) No — a barren 16 like this should pass.
(3) Theoretically correct — facing the pre-
sumed 17-18.

What Happened

S W N E

♠AJ54
♥KQ2
♦A852
♣Q5

♠97
♥743
♦Q1074
♣K1097

♠Q1086
♥J1096
♦KJ9
♣A6

What Should Have Happened

S W N E

Contract: 2♠, Opening Lead: ♥J

♠AQ43
♥AJ7
♦K62
♣Q76

♠AQ43
♥KQ9
♦AQ2
♣J96

♠AQ1043
♥7
♦KJ92
♣KQ10

1♠ Pass 2♠ end


