
44. Overcalling on a poor 
five-card suit, failing the 

Suit Quality Overcall Test 
(SQOT — pronounced “squat”)

A good guideline to help you to
decide whether or not your suit is
good enough to bid as an over-
caller is the Suit Quality Overcall
Test. The number of cards in the
suit (minimum five) added to the
number of honours in the suit
(counting one for each honour,
including the ten) should get to the
number of tricks you’re bidding for.

It’s not gospel. Overrule it with
a nice shapely hand and a good
holding in right-hand opponent’s
suit (eg a singleton or, say, a well-
placed AQxx — not xxx, Jxx,
QJx). However, players are overly
wont to make particularly danger-
ous Two-level overcalls on flat,
trickless hands and SQOT-failing
suits ...

What Happened
West led ♥9 v South’s
unappetising 2♦ doubled. East
won ♥K, cashed ♥A and led ♥10,
a suit-preference signal for the
higher-ranking spades (over
clubs). West ruffed and duly
switched to ♠8. East won ♠Q,
cashed ♠A to void herself then led
♣8.

West won ♣A and led ♠7, East
ruffing. West had to come to two
further diamond tricks with her
♦KQ9 and that was four down.
East-West +1,100 on a quiet part-
score deal.

What Should Have Happened
South does not bid and East-West
have a disciplined auction to 2♥.
Declarer will score two spade
tricks, four heart tricks, two dia-

mond tricks and a club (or perhaps
one diamond trick and two clubs).
I’d bet on nine tricks and part-
score made plus one — nothing
dramatic but South has dodged a
bullet. andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 2♦ Dbled (by S) , Opening Lead: ♥9 

Dealer: East, Vulnerability: Both

N

W E
S

♠KJ42
♥852
♦105
♣KJ54

1♥

2♦(1) Dbl(2) end

(1) Ugh. The suit failing SQOT is only part
of the problem. The heart holding is terrible
(the danger of ♥A, ♥K and a ruff is great)
and the 5332 shape is distinctly uninspiring.
(2) For penalties — in straightforward style.
Playing Negative Doubles, West would pass
and await the (almost compulsory) reopen-
ing take-out double, which she would con-
vert to penalties by passing.

What Happened

S W N E

♠1095
♥QJ6
♦AJ874
♣Q7

♠AQ
♥AK1074
♦63
♣10862

♠8763
♥93
♦KQ92
♣A93

What Should Have Happened

S W N E
1♥

Pass 1♠ Pass 2♣

Pass 2♥(1) end

(1) False preference back to partner’s five-
card suit.

Contract: 2♥ (by E), Opening Lead: ♠10


