
35.  Being too much of a slave to
high-card points

Compare these two hands, each
with 13 high-card points. Which
one would you prefer to pick up?

The second hand looks much
nicer, with the lovely 5431 shape and
all the honours in the long suits.
However, the first may prove better
— say partner opens 1♣ and (over
your response of 1♦) rebids 1♥. Now
you’d prefer the first — with your
queen-jack doubletons promoted.
Give partner ♠5, ♥AK76, ♦86,
♣AK6432, and you’d make 6♣ with
the first, while you may go down in
game facing the second.

Now compare these two hands.

The second has 18 points to the
first’s 12. But say, after opening 1♣,
the bidding goes 1♠ on your left, 2♥

from partner, 3♠ on your right. The
first hand is now truly ginormous,
partner marked with a spade void;
you’d probably jump to 6♥ and not
be in the least surprised for partner
to make all 13 tricks (holding, say
♠-, ♥KJ8654, ♦Q863 ♣KJ3).
Contrastingly, at least three of the
high-card points of the second
hand, ♠QJ, are now wasted. You’d
not be surprised to go down in 4♥.

In short, it’s not how many
high-card points that matters; it’s
where they are, in tandem with the
shape of the hand. And with every
bid, the value of the hand changes.

What Happened
What an opportunity missed by North,
overly fixated on high-card points.
The 2♠ contract made plus four.

What Should Have Happened
Appreciating the value of his ten-
card spade fit, void club and, not
least, partner’s (likely) heart void,
North jumps to 6♠.

Declarer ruffs ♥K lead, cashes
♠AK and leads ♦2 towards ♦Q. Let
East win ♦K, for, with diamonds 3-3,
declarer has 12 winners via eight
spades, three diamonds and ♣A.
Slam made (a bit lucky, I admit).
Points schmoints.
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Contract: 2♠, Opening Lead: ♥K 

Dealer: East, Vulnerability: Neither

N

W E
S

♠K6432
♥109632
♦A32
♣-

1♥

1♠ 2♥ 2♠(1) end

(1) “I had only seven points, partner”

What Happened

S W N E

♠A10875
♥-
♦Q764
♣A764

♠Q
♥AJ854
♦K85
♣KJ52

♠J9
♥KQ7
♦J109
♣Q10983

What Should Have Happened

S W N E
1♥

1♠ 2♥ 6♠(1) end

(1) Yes. Partner is marked with very short
hearts (probably void). Where are the losers?

Contract: 6♠, Opening Lead: ♥K

♠8632
♥QJ
♦AK432
♣QJ

♠AQ62
♥432
♦AK752
♣5

♠8642
♥AQ32
♦-
♣AQ742

♠QJ
♥AQ32
♦QJ
♣AQ742


