
54. Erroneously removing 
partner’s double of 1NT

When partner doubles an opening
bid of 1NT, she is showing a strong
hand, better than the 1NT opener’s
(assuming 12-14). She could easily
have six or seven running cards in
a suit and be salivating at the
prospect of defending 1NT dou-
bled. All of which means you
should only very rarely remove
partner’s double of 1NT.

Exercise: Left-hand opponent
opens 1NT, partner doubles and
right-hand opponent passes. What
do you do with these?

With the first, pass. Yes, you
have a game but just imagine how
many points you’ll earn by defend-
ing 1NT doubled. I’d guess declarer
will make only two or three tricks
— and that’s a big number. 

With the second, also pass. You
may not get rich defending 1NT
doubled (although your side have
at least half the points). But you
mustn’t remove 1NT doubled into
a four-card suit. 

Remove partner’s double of 1NT
only when very weak with a very
long suit (ideally six cards). It’s
percentage bridge to bid 2♦ with
the third — although it could eas-
ily be the wrong thing to do.

What Happened
East played in a quiet 2♦. He made
ten tricks. Nothing to see here.

What Should Have Happened
With East leaving in partner’s
double of 1NT, West leads out
♣AK, felling dummy’s ♣Q and

follows with ♣J, East throwing a
discouraging ♥3. West now cashes
♦A, East encouraging with ♦7,
follows with ♦K, felling declarer’s
♦Q, then ♦6, East beating ♦8 with
♦9 and cashing ♦J (West throwing
a discouraging ♥2). At trick eight,
East makes the fine switch to ♠Q.
Declarer forlornly tries ♠K but
West wins ♠AJ107, then ♣10.
That’s six down — a 1,700 penalty.
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Contract: 2♦ (by E) , Opening Lead: ♥A 

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Both

N

W E
S

♠843
♥J985
♦10832
♣Q4

1NT Dbl Pass 2♦(1)
Pass Pass(2) Pass

(1) Mistake. You should not remove 1NT
into a four-card suit.
(2) Disciplined but probably correct facing
partner’s very weak hand with supposedly
long diamonds. 

What Happened

S W N E

♠K96
♥AKQ
♦Q5
♣98762

♠Q52
♥7643
♦J974
♣53

♠AJ107
♥102
♦AK6
♣AKJ10

What Should Have Happened

S W N E

1NT Dbl Pass Pass
Pass(1)

(1) Perhaps South should run to 2♣.

Contract: 1NT Dbled (by S), Opening Lead: ♣A

♠AQ962
♥K3
♦J2
♣9532

♠962
♥K3
♦J642
♣9532

♠743
♥J3
♦J98742
♣82


