
58. Mistakenly being pushed up
by the opposing intervention

Say you have a balanced 15-point
hand such as this ♠K7, ♥AK63,
♦K632, ♣Q64. You open 1♥ (the
major) and partner responds 1♠.
You are just about to rebid 1NT to
show 15-16 (or a bad 17). However,
right-hand opponent rudely
overcalls 2♣. What do you do? 

I’m afraid you have to pass.
What you must not do is bid 2NT,
for that would show a stronger bal-
anced hand of about 18 points —
just as though the bidding went
1♥-P-1♠-P-2NT. In other words,
you must not get pushed up by the
opponents. If you can’t make your
planned rebid because of the inter-
vening bid, you should pass.

What Happened
West led ♥7 v 3NT, declarer
ducking East’s ♥Q, ducking the
♥8 that followed to ♥10 and ♥J
and winning West’s ♥K, dummy
and East throwing spades. Having
exhausted East of hearts, he ran
♦9 to East’s ♦J, hoping (against
hope) he could keep West off lead.
However, East switched to ♠J and
when declarer forlornly tried ♠Q,
West could win ♠K and cash ♥953
and ♣A. Four down (declarer can
save two tricks by spurning the
spade finesse). 

What Should Have Happened
After a controlled auction, North
declares the far more prudent 3♦.
You duck East’s ♥Q lead (winning
♥A is fine) and win the ♥8 that
follows with ♥A. At trick three,
you lead ♣4 towards ♣K, West
ducking (rising with ♣A no better).
You cash ♦AK then try ♠4 to ♠Q.
West wins ♠K and leads ♥K, East

overruffing you. You win East’s ♠J
return with ♠A and lead ♣5. West
can rise with ♣A but, with ♣Q
promoted, you have made nine
tricks via five diamonds, the
major-suit aces and the promoted
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Contract: 3NT (by S) , Opening Lead: ♥7 

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Neither

N

W E
S

♠84
♥42
♦AK6542
♣KQ2

1♦ Pass
1♠ 2♥ 3♦(1) Pass
3NT(2) end

(1) Mistake. North’s 3♦ means the same as
1♦-P-1♠-P-3♦ ie 16 or more points.
(2) Assumes partner has 16 points, so the
values for game are present. With hearts
stopped, 3NT it is.

What Happened

S W N E

♠AQ65
♥A106
♦109
♣10854

♠J10973
♥Q8
♦QJ7
♣973

♠K2
♥KJ9753
♦83
♣AJ6

What Should Have Happened

S W N E

Contract: 3♦ (by N), Opening Lead: ♥Q

1♦ Pass
1♠ 2♥ Pass(1) Pass
2NT(2) Pass 3♦ end

(1) North can no longer make his planned 2♦

rebid so should pass. Partner is still there.
(2) Showing about 10-12 points with hearts
stopped.
(3) Six-card diamond suit rescue bid. 


