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51. Failing to make a take-out double
The take-out double is perhaps the
most underused, yet useful, call in
the armoury. When right-hand
opponent (RHO) opens One-of-a-
Suit, double when you have an
“SOS” hand: 

Support (three or more cards in
unbid suits). 

Opening points or more, 
Shortage (fewer than three

cards) in RHO’s suit.
Exercise: Right-hand opponent

opens 1♦. What should you with these?

Double with all three. With the
first, it is much better to double
rather than overcall 2♣. Quite apart
from the clubs being so emaciated,
why bid one suit, a minor, when you
can effectively bid all three (includ-
ing both majors). How would you
feel if you bid 2♣ and partner
passed (fearing a misfit) with one
club and a five-card major?

The second is a classic mini-
mum SOS take-out double. Don’t
even think of bidding 1♥ without
the fifth card. 

With the third, you have a dia-
mond more than you’d like but
you cannot overcall 1NT because
you don’t have a diamond stopper.

What Happened
With East-West silent, West
sensibly led a passive heart v 4♥.
Declarer drew two rounds of
trumps finishing in dummy (East
discarding a discouraging ♠2). She
then led ♣3 to East’s ♣6 and her
♣9, losing the club trick to West,
who could not do her damage by

leading through ♠K. West won
♣10 and courageously tried ♦2,
hoping partner held ♦K and could
win and lead a spade. However,
declarer beat ♦10 with ♦K, cashed
the four clubs, throwing her ♠K8,
and emerged with 12 tricks.

What Should Have Happened
After West doubles 1♥, East bids
4♠ over 4♥. If South bids on to 5♥,
the defence have to win three tricks,
♠A, ♦A and a club. If South
doubles 4♠, East makes by
finessing first in spades (running
♠J) and later in diamonds (running
♦Q). andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 4♥ (by S) , Opening Lead: ♥4 

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Neither

N

W E
S

♠53
♥K6532
♦4
♣K8543

1♥ Pass 4♥(1) end

(1) Good blocking bid.

What Happened

S W N E

♠K8
♥AQJ107
♦K97
♣A92

♠J97642
♥8
♦QJ103
♣J6

♠AQ10
♥94
♦A8652
♣Q107

What Should Have Happened

S W N E
1♥ Dbl(1) 4♥ 4♠

Dbl/5♥ end

(1) Yes. West has an textbook minimum
SOS take-out doubling hand.

Contract: 5♥ (by S) or 4♠ Dbled (by E)

♠A92
♥AJ8
♦94
♣AJ752

♠K98
♥AK92
♦85
♣Q972

♠AKQ2
♥AJ2
♦763
♣KJ2


